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DAILY STRUCTURE OF CLASSES 
Time Activity Leader 
9:00 – 9:10 Appreciative check-in1 Class 
9:10 – 10:00 Small Group 1 Presentation & Discussion Small Gp/Class  
10:00 – 10:10 Transition: Set up for Small Group 2 Class 
10:10 – 11:00 Small Group 2 Presentation & Discussion  Small Gp/Class 
11:00 – 11:10 Transition: Discussion Notes Updating Class 
11:10 – 12:00 Overview Discussion / Guest Lecture, film2 Louis/Guest 
12:40 – 13:10 Field Trip Class 
13:10 – 13:30 Field Trip Class 
13:30 – 13:40 Field Trip Class 
13:40 – 14:10 Field Trip Class 
14:10 – 15:00 Office Hours Louis 

1 Appreciative check-in is a process of positive, motivational comments at the beginning of a meeting 
to set a positive tone for the proceedings. 
2 I plan to use a set of short streaming videos, including  the 10-part film series on international aid, 
“Beyond Good Intentions” Produced by Teri Hogan for showing in the class. 
http://www.beyondgoodintentions.com/resources/filmseries/ 
3 Appreciative check-out is my adaptation of the ‘appreciative check-in’ process to close the class on 
a positive note. It also gets students to share items from their deliberative writing with the rest of the 
class. REMEMBER TO TURN IN YOUR 1-PAGE DISCUSSION NOTES TO LOUIS! 

 
GRADING POLICY: 
Daily 1 page -Discussion Notes (8@2% each)  16% 
Small Group Presentations (5@12% each) 60% 
Group Project Report/Presentation (1@15%) 15% 
Punctuality, Attendance, Participation  9% 
TOTAL 100% 
 
SUGGESTED READINGS:  
Additional readings are listed in the schedule. These and other assigned readings will be 
posted on the UVA Collab site for the class. 
 
GRADING OF 1-PAGE DISCUSSION NOTES 
A one page discussion notes should be turned in at the end of each day. This includes 
bulleted points about the readings, your position on the issues, and any other sources you 
consulted. The “one-pagers” must be at least single-spaced, Times New Roman or 
equivalent in 12-point font. Guidelines for the grading of these Notes are as follows: 
5 pts Key issues in the readings  
2 pt Notes on your position on the issues, clearly stated 
2 pt Use of external references other the assigned readings to support or refute points in the 

discussion of the issues 
1 pt Clear and orderly presentation 
 
 
SMALL GROUP PRESENTATIONS 
Small groups are groups of 3 students who prepare a PowerPoint presentation on the 
SDG, Climate, or issue assigned for the day (see schedule). The presentation must clearly 
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state the assigned SDG goal and its targets or the goal and objectives of the issue if not an 
SDG. It should include the implementation plan for the goal and the role of U.S. foreign 
policy (relative to any other stakeholders) in implementing the plan. The presentation 
must also include a short case study that illustrates the goal and a list of the references 
and sources used to prepare the presentation. The Small Group Presentation will be 
graded on the following criteria: 
State SDG Goal or Assigned Issue 2 
State Targets or Criteria for evaluating the issue 4 
Identified country or region 2 
Role of U.S. Foreign Policy relative to other players 6 
Case Study 6 
 
 
GROUP PROJECT: REPORT & PRESENTATION 
 
The group project is a term-long activity done in a group of 4 students depending on class 
size. The group should select a Climate or SDG issue of interest. They will conduct a 
detailed analysis of the issue, including options for its resolution. The report will include 
a description of the issue and a critique of the policies, technologies and actions proposed 
or taken so far to address the issue. The report must clearly identify the affected 
country(s), or global region(s), and the role of U.S. Foreign Policy in the issue: 
 

• Include: 
1. What is the issue  
2. Why is it relevant/important to U.S. Foreign Policy 
3. What is the system; the essential components, goals and functions. 
4. Who are the major stakeholders and what are their roles in the issue  
5. What has been done and what are alternatives for addressing the issue 
6. What are the criteria for evaluating these alternatives 
7. What is the status of the issue relative to these efforts and alternatives 
8. What is your recommended course of action based on the alternatives 
9. Conclusion 
10. Bibliography (≤ 50% non-internet resources) 

 
The report will be no more than10 pages in length (additional pages allowed for 
bibliography and appendices), typed in 12 point Times New Roman font or equivalent, 
with 1.5 point spacing. There must be at least 10 items in the bibliography, 6 of which 
must come from peer-reviewed journal articles, books or reports by professional 
scientific and engineering societies.  The report must be accompanied by a 30-minute 
PowerPoint or Prezi presentation that summarizes its main points. 
 


